HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
out into the light again, and when we see other British
industries, including the coal-mining industry, still in
the slough of despond, it will be good to remember
that one of Great Britain's key industries has already
shown the way from these depths to the free heights
of prosperity. For this reason it is very interesting to
follow the development of Great Britain's heavy
industry since last century.
As long as steel was made exclusively from non-
phosphoric ores, of which Great Britain possessed large
deposits, the continental countries were completely
dependent on Great Britain's exports. But when in
about 1880 a way of making steel from the phos-
phoric ore deposits of Lorraine was discovered Ger-
many began to draw up rapidly as a producer of
steel, until in 1913 she produced twice as much steel
as Great Britain. Great Britain was then compelled
to concentrate her activities on the production of
special quality acid Bessemer steel, for which her own
ore deposits were particularly well suited. Very soon
after 1890 she was overtaken by the United States in
the production of pig-iron, and in 1905 by Germany
also.
In time the special British products, forged and cast
iron on the one hand and acid Bessemer steel on the
other became less popular and were replaced by basic
Bessemer. This development has continued down to
the present day, but British industry adapted itself
only very slowly to the changed conditions. Even in
1913 Great Britain produced considerably more acid
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